
 
 
 

Minutes 
Health Practitioners’ Monitoring Program 

Monitoring Program Committee  
 July 17, 2015 

 
Call to Order: A meeting of the HPMP Monitoring Program Committee 

was called to order at 9:07 am at the Department of Health 
Professions office, Perimeter Center, 2nd Floor Conference 
Center 

  
Presiding: Patricia Bernal, Committee Chair 
 
Members Present: Trish Bernal, MS, RN 
 Catherine Hancock, MS, RN 
 Bruce Overton, DDS 
 David Boehm, LCSW 
 Chip Williams, M.D. 
 John Beckner, R.Ph. ( joined via conference call at 10:30) 
  
Others Present: David Brown, D.C., Director, DHP 
                                                Jaime Hoyle, Deputy Director, DHP 
 Joel Silverman, M.D., VCU-HS 

Sherman Master, M.D., Medical Director, VAHPMP 
Janet Knisely, Ph.D., VAHPMP 

                                                Peggy Wood, Program Manager, DHP 
 
Review of Additional  
Material: The Committee members took time to review additional 

material related to participants to be discussed during the 
meeting. 

 
  
Disposition of Minutes:          The May 15, 2015 minutes were approved. Motion to 

approve by Boehm seconded by Overton. 
  
New Business: The Committee certified: stays of disciplinary action for 

4881, 4919, 4941, 4967, 4968, 4979, 4997, 5000, 5026, and 
5035.  Vacated Stays previously granted for 4043, and 
4673.  Accepted the resignations of 4550, 4949, 4987, 
4991, 5024, 5001 and 5025.  The certifications were 
approved by a motion from Hancock seconded by Overton 
and carried unanimously.   
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Report from VCU: Dr. Master reported that a new case manager assistant has 

been hired since the last committee meeting.   
 A presentation has been scheduled for the upcoming 

October meeting of the Board of Medicine.  Dr. Master is 
also trying to schedule presentations with the Boards of 
Dentistry and Pharmacy. 

 
 Dr. Master again expressed his concern about the number 

of participants choosing to resign from the program because 
of the associated costs.  The committee discussed this issue 
and inquired about what other states are doing related to 
this problem.  Also discussed were the options for medical 
leave, termination from jobs due to program entry, lack of 
treatment options and referral processed to EAP by 
employers. 

  
 A discussion of wellness initiatives and how this can 

impact participants as a preventative measure or coping 
mechanism. 

 
  
Closed Session: The Committee voted to enter into closed session at 

9:38a.m.  Motion from Hancock, seconded by Williams.   
 

Open Meeting : Action on Matters from Closed Meeting 
 The committee returned to open session 10:17  Ms. 

Hancock moved that the Committee certify that only public 
business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements and only such public business matters as were 
identified in the motion for closed meeting were heard, 
discussed or considered during the closed meeting just 
concluded. The motion was seconded Dr. Williams and 
carried unanimously. 

 
 A motion was made to revise and/or correct the following 

cases as discussed in closed session: 
  4974-dismissal 
  4046, 4974, 4053-completions 
  4083 completion should not be reported to the board as      

this was a voluntary participant with no agency action.   
 

Ms. Bernal moved to dismiss the following cases:  4844, 
5012, 5027, 5045, 4043, 4171, 4372, 4856, 4936, 4969, 
4974, 4999, 5006, 5009, 5016 and 5022.  The following 
cases were dismissed as no longer eligible to participate:  
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4641, 4803 and 4531.  The motion was seconded by Dr. 
Williams and carried unanimously.   

 
Ms. Hancock moved to successfully complete cases:  4847, 
3869, 4022, 4046, 4049, 4052, 4053, 4055, 4058, 4068, 
4069, 4070, 4073, 4077, 4078, 4083, 4096, 4144, 4242 and 
4255. Motion was seconded by Boehm and passed 
unanimously. 
 
 

Report from DHP: Dr. Brown addressed the committee regarding the 
completed CAC HPMP Audit Report.  The report and 
recommendations had been sent to the committee prior to 
the meeting.  He indicated that a citizen member may be 
added to the committee as recommended by the findings.  
The committee discussed and agreed with this as long as 
the individual had knowledge or history related to 
impairment issues. A citizen member would not be 
appointed before 7/1/16.  He further explained that he 
wanted to program to become more visible and be more 
widely acknowledged as a resource.  The group discussed 
reasons for the declining participation numbers.  Included 
in the reasons were statutory changes made to eligibility 
requirements.   

  
 The group discussed making more presentations to DHP 

boards to further knowledge of the program with an 
emphasis on how the program works.  The Audit 
recommended more interaction with VCU. 

 
 The worksite monitor training should be reestablished in 

some format as recommended by the audit.  An online 
format would be preferred. 

 
 Improvements to program reporting of data are encouraged.  

Discussions have been underway to report information 
other than just participation numbers.   

 
 Dr. Brown indicated that a work group of Board staff will 

be convened to look at DHP processes and policies. 
 
 Dr. Knisely asked if the audit report could be shared with 

the VCU staff and Dr. Brown agreed. 
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 Dr. Brown welcomed comments from the committee 
members in response to items of agreement or disagreement 
with the audit. 

  
Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for September 18, 2015. 
 
 
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m. 
 
 
 
       __________________________ 
        Peggy Wood 
     Recorder 
 
Approved: __________________ 
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